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OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT
USDA Forest Service — .
Black Hills National Forest
Teckiu-Osage-Rapid City 230kv:
: Transmission Line
.. Weston County, Wyoming; Pen»
nington County, South Daketu:
The - Forest .Service is requesting
comments on the proposed actions
described in the Tecklg-Osoge-Rapid
City :230kV Tronsmission Line .Draft
Environmental - Impact  Statement
(DELIS).. Black -Hills Power {(BHP)
“ proposes to construct and operate o
230 kV transmission line from north-
eastern Wyoming fo-the Rapid City
“area ‘in South Dakota. 1t would . con-

nect the: Teckla Substation in Camp-:

bell County, Wyoming to the Osage

Substation. in Weston County, Wyom- .

- ' ing and the Lange Substation -locuted
~in.Pennington County - near :Rapid
City, South Daokota. This fransmission
“fine is.proposed. to sirengthen the
. tronsmission - network, .improve
. Transmission’ system reliobility, and

1o help meel future demand for elec-

“tricity ‘and économic development in
the region. The project proposes: o
cross private; ‘stufe and. public lands
“including -the. Black . Hills - National
Forest (BHNF), Thunder Busin Na
tional Grasslands, and lands man-
aged by the Bureau. of Land Munage-
ment (BLM) and State of Wyoming.
- The Forest Service is the lead agency
on this project, and BLAM is a cooper-
ating agency.

The project is.conducied under the
Forest Service. predecisional ‘objec-
tion regulation af 36 CFR 218, and.is
subject 1o the National Environmen-

ctal. Policy  Act (NEPA).: NEPA re-

quires federal agencies o evalugte
the environmental .effects of o pro-

‘,posed ‘project -prior’ to deciding

whether fo. allow the proposed project
1o be built on federally-managed land.
Three alfernatives are considered in
detail: - the - No. Action "Alternative
{Alternative 1), the Proposed Action
{Alternative 2), and the Proposed Ac-
tion :-with  Route | Modifications

- {Alternative 3). This DEIS discloses
the direct, indirect, and cumulative
environmental: effects resulting. from
the proposed action und alfernatives.
The Agencies have identified Alterna-
tive 3 with the inclusion of route modi-
fications 30, 3b, 3¢, 3d, 3f ond 3g os
the preferred alternative.

Comments should be wuddressed to
Ruth: Esperance, . -Mystic . Disirict
Ranger; - Tecklu-Osage-Rapid - -City

“Tronsmission ‘Line, 8221 South  High-
way 16, Ropid City, SD 57702. Com-
ments may-be hand-delivered {o this
address from 8:00 d.m. ill- 4:30 p.m.

- on-business days. Comments may be

emuailed 1o:
 commenis-rocky-mountainblack-hilis-mys-
tic@is.fed.us with

‘Teckla-Osage-Rapid City Transmis-
sion :Line” ‘os ‘the ‘subject. . Emailed
comments must be readable in Micro-
soft-Word {.doc), Rich Text (.rif) or
.pdf-formats. ~The DEIS is available
on the  BHNF web site- .ot
hitp://go.usa.gov/Bhi. The comment
period ends 45 days following the date
of publicution of the Notice of Availa-
bility.in the Federal Register, which
was-December 27, 2013..Comments
submitted, including names .and ad-
dresses of commentors, are public in-
formation.

Only -those who submit fimely, spe-

" cific written comments on this pro-

. posal during a public comment period
established by the responsible. official
will: be eligible fo file on obiection.
Each individual or :representative
from- gach :entity submitting timely,
specific written comments on this

proposal ‘must either sign the .com-.

ments or verify identity upon request
- in order fo be eligible 1o file an obiec-
tion.
Public meetings are plcmned 1o toke
- commenis on the DEIS. These meel-
ings will be announced in press re-
leases und-posted -on the Block Hills
Nationol “Foresf wehsite {address
listed above).
Forest Supervisar Cruig Bobzxen is
the responsible ‘officiol who will moke
the decision on that portion of -the
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project proposed on lands managed
by the Black Hills National Forest,
More:informution or.a copy f the
DEIS may be .obtained at the above
address or by calling Ruth Esperdnce
at (605) 343-1567 or Ed Fischer. gt
1605) 673-9207,

: {Published -onceat . the fotal approxs-, :
mcde cost of $81.20). :




